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St. Bavo’s Church, Mishawaka - 1903

Built in 1903

Became the school
in 1905 when new

church was
finished

Enlarged in 1906

St. Bavo’s Parish
Report for 1906



St. Bavo’s, 1904 to Present

Built for $20,000+

1st baptism, Jan. 28, 1904: Paul Alfred
Van Paemele

1st marriage, Feb. 13: Camiel Dutoi and
Albina Maria Goethals

1st (adult) death Apr. 29: Theresia De
Groote, born Oct. 22, 1828,

Meerendre, Belgium

Current school enrollment approx 270

513 W. 7th, Mishawaka

Verslype, The Belgians of Indiana,
and various other sources



St. Bavo’s Parish Registry for 1906

The registry lists each person’s
birthplace. The Belgian villages

named are predominantly in East
Flanders, in the region immediately

west of Ghent.

Hansbeke

Lotenhulle

Courtesy Mapquest

Ghent



Belgian American Club – Mishawaka

1915

Left to Right: Van Ooteghem, Stevens, Bauwens, Leliaert, Bauters,
Coppens, Hallaert, Breiaert, Van Rie, Van Holsbecke, Braeckelaere,

De Waelshe, Couverour, Meuninck

South Bend Tribune, July 21, 1975



Mishawaka Population Growth

South Bend News-Times, April 23,
1931. The article points out that
only Moline, IL of the smaller U.S.

cities had a greater Belgian-
descent population. Nearly half of

the Mishawaka foreign-born (white)
population were of Belgian

descent.



Mishawaka Belgian Businesses

 Through the Years

1912 20

1919 28

1926 50

1932 71

1942 79

1952 60

1962 37

1972 28

1982 27

Source: Verslype, The Belgians of Indiana



Ties Remained Strong

A. C. Caelpart
and Dr. Leo

Van Rie
receive the

Order of
Leopold II

South Bend Tribune, September 21, 1931

Excerpt



Belgian American Business Men’s

Association, 1954 - Mishawaka

Seated: Theo Verleye, Arthur E.
Soens, Oscar Elbode.

Standing: Edward Honald, Rene
D’Haenens, Predan Ghyselinck,

August De Cloedt.

South Bend Tribune,
March 29, 1954



The Belgian Presence Today

Mishawaka “Belgian Town” Photos
September, 2006 - JAV
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“Nothing is History until it has been

Written”

We need your stuff

Documents

Pictures

Artifacts

Oral remembrances

Before they are lost in a flooded basement or

a leaky attic, or the minds can no longer

remember




